CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

against usury in the widest sense of the word.
These prohibitions were circumvented in
practice by deed of gift and exchange,
but none the less the free development
of commercial enterprise was hampered by
these fetters which modern civilisation first
broke. Enterprise was thus confined to
agriculture under these circumstances both
for Christianity and Islam, and economic
life in either case became "mediaeval" in
outward appearance.

Methods of making profit without a pro-
portional expenditure of labour were the
particular objects of this aversion. Manual
labour was highly esteemed both in the
East and West. A man's first duty was to
support himself by the work of his own
hands, a duty proclaimed, as we know, from
the apostolic age onwards. So far as Islam
is concerned, this view may be illustrated
by the following utterances : " The best of
deeds is the gain of that which is lawful" :
" the best gain is made by sale within lawful
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